[Fulminant pneumococcal septicaemia in a patient with systemic lupus erythematosus and functional asplenia].
Autosplenectomy is a rare phenomenon in patients with systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE). We present a case of pneumococcal septicaemia in an SLE patient. A CT-scan of the abdomen showed complete autosplenectomy, but a CT scan from years prior showed a normal size spleen. SLE patients have an increased risk of invasive pneumococcal disease and asplenia increases this risk. In Denmark there are no guidelines for vaccination of SLE patients. On the basis of this case report and the guidelines from European League Against Rheumatism we propose that the 23-polyvalent pneumococcal vaccine should be part of the standard regime in the management of SLE.